


To:		ATAC members

From:	Victor Duron
Chief, Independent Living and Assistive Technology Section 

Through:	Irene Walela 
Deputy Director, Independent Living and Community Access Division

Re:		Attached draft ATAC bylaws


PURPOSE
The following attached document is the draft ATAC bylaws. There are elements of the bylaws that need to be further considered or more fully developed. The purpose of this document and the attached draft bylaws is to provide ATAC members the opportunity to review the draft, discuss pending items, and provide feedback necessary to develop a final draft of the bylaws for committee review and approval.  

BACKGROUND 
In developing this draft, research was conducted by contacting other state and U.S. territory AT advisory committees/councils to determine what process they used as a guide for conducting their meetings. The purpose of this research was to ensure that California’s ATAC meeting procedures were in line with best practices of other states’ AT Tech Act guidelines. Of the 55 other states and territories, 25 use bylaws, 16 use operating procedures, 12 do not have formal bylaws or operating procedures, and 2 did not respond to our request for information

In addition, DOR Legal Affairs reviewed the draft bylaws and provided extensive recommendations and revisions. These recommendations included that the ATAC Charter be merged into the bylaws, as it replicated a number of the AT mandates that were already spelled out in the draft bylaws. The recommendations from Legal Affairs were carefully reviewed and either incorporated into the draft bylaws or included in the items that are pending review by the ATAC. DOR staff also reviewed bylaws for the State Rehabilitation Council, California Commission on Disability Access, and the Blind Advisory Committee to ensure that the draft bylaws align with best practices from other DOR advisory groups.

ACTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are still some factors that need to be considered or more fully developed before the bylaws are finally complete. For example, the extent of DOR staff support of ATAC should be elaborated on and made clear in the bylaws. This and other items for consideration are identified throughout the draft bylaws. The action items for the ATAC are as follows:
· Review the attached draft ATAC bylaws
· Discuss the pending items identified therein
· Provide input to DOR staff so we may develop a final draft of the bylaws for ATAC review and possible approval by the next ATAC meeting






